
BROOKS CONVENES BI-PARTISAN BUDGET 
WORKSHOP 

 

Monroe County Executive Maggie Brooks convened a first-of-its-kind Bi-

Partisan Budget Workshop on Saturday, February 4th.  Brooks invited all 

Monroe County Legislators, both Republican and Democrats, to join her at this 

first-ever meeting. 

"During my 2006 State of the County address, a little more than two weeks ago, 
I committed to present a plan within 90 days, to fix Monroe County’s long-term 

financial challenges," said Brooks. "I will continue to meet with my Financial 
Team and senior advisors, to develop a strategy, but I also wanted to be certain 

that all voices and viewpoints in our community are provided full and fair 
consideration in this process. That’s why I am engaging our entire community, 
from our taxpayers and residents… to our County Legislators, here today… in 

an unprecedented and open dialogue." 

After a comprehensive overview of the County Budget, County Legislators were 

provided an opportunity to present cost cutting and cost saving ideas to impact 

fiscal stability. Legislators presented a total of 39 budget related suggestions, 

ranging from consolidation of services with other local municipal 

governments… to conducting a side-by-side comparison of Monroe County’s 

Social Service spending and the spending of other large Counties in New York. 

"Our Bi-Partisan Budget Workshop was clearly successful," said Brooks. "This 

was an opportunity for us… the elected representatives of Monroe County’s 
taxpayers… to exchange serious cost saving ideas, in an open manner… free 
of partisan agendas and without regard to political affiliation. It was a 

straightforward discussion of the financial challenges we face… and we were 
presented with a number of interesting proposals, from both Republicans and 
Democrats. In the end, our community always wins when we all work together." 

The County Executive and her Financial Team will study the ideas presented by 

the Legislators at the Workshop, as she continues to work on her long-term 

fiscal stabilization plan. 

Web Note -- The Budget Challenge:  Through a combination of budgetary 

discipline, innovative thinking, cost savings and one-time measures, County 

Executive Brooks kept the Monroe County Budget deficit-free in 2004 and 2005.  

The 2006 County Budget, which was adopted by the County Legislature with a 

bi-partisan super-majority, is also balanced.  Due to projected increases in 

mandated spending and a structural imbalance, Monroe County will face a 



combined budget gap for 2007 and 2008 of approximately $102 million... if 

nothing is done, this year, to address these budget challenges. 

A copy of the Budget Overview, which was presented at the Workshop, is 
available in PDF format in the "Related Documents" section, below… 
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